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For many years, the Students for Animal
Respect club (SOAR) from The Emma
Willard School has been coming to the
Society every week to volunteer their time
caring for the Society’s animals. Their year
of service always culminates in a spaghetti
dinner fundraiser that benefits the Society.
This year’s dinner, held May 22nd, raised
$1,323! Two of these humane students are
seen here presenting a check to the Society.
Thank you to all of the SOAR students at
the Emma Willard School for your ongoing
support.
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Society volunteer Kyle Patterson of
Glenmont recently met with New York State
Senator Neil Breslin at the Capitol to discuss
animal welfare laws. Kyle asked the Senator
to protect animals by supporting several
pieces of legislation to crack down on dog
fighting and puppy mills; require sick or
injured cattle to either be put down or treated
by a veterinarian; and outlaw canned shoots
in which exotic animals are shot for sport

in a fenced-in area. The Senator committed
to voting YES on each of these bills, should
they come to the Senate floor during this
legislative session.

Kyle is a fourth grader at St. Thomas the
Apostle School in Delmar, where his grade’s
year-long community service project focuses
on protecting animals. It goes to show you
can make a difference no matter what your
age.
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Every year, Key Bank employees leave their
suits and their offices behind, roll up their

sleeves, and go to work for the community on

Neighbors Make a Difference Day.

For the second year in a row Key Bank
President Jeff Stone came to the Mohawk
and Hudson River Humane Society to make
a difference. We decided that Jeff should
get hands on with the animals and put him to
work in our grooming room. A clean, well
groomed dog is more likely to find a home.
Getting a little damp when a wet Husky
shakes can’t dampen the spirits of this bank
president. Thanks to all of the Key Bank
employees who made a difference for the
animals again this year.

K-9’S
REMEMBERED

On September 11th, 1999 the Capital
Region K-9 Training Group and the
Mohawk and Hudson River Humane
Society dedicated the Law Enforcement
K-9 Memorial on the grounds of the
Humane Society. The site is available
for the recognition of any K-9 that has
served in a law enforcement capacity
with any recognized public entity.
Many of the dogs memorialized here
were trained as Tracking or Detection
Specialists, while others were trained
as Multi-Purpose K-9’s. These

dogs are considered officers in their
departments. Each K-9 is remembered
with a stone marker which includes his/
her name, employing agency, and years
of service. This year’s honorees were
K-9 Kai from the Pittsfield, MA police,
K-9 Burke from the Albany Police, and
K-9 Thor from the Amsterdam Police.




YOUTH VOLUNTEER HONORED

Volunteer Jessica Sherry receives her award from
Albany County Supervisor Michael Breslin.

I had been frantically looking for an
appropriate project to fulfill my Girl Scout
Gold Award requirements when I stumbled
across an article in the local paper about the
Mohawk Hudson River Humane Society
about two years ago. The article detailed the
troubled financial status of the shelter, but
after reading the article, I kept looking for the
focus of my intended project. But when I saw
the second article in the very same paper, only
a few weeks later I knew that I had to help.
The only problem was - How??

I have been a Girl Scout for 12 years now,
and my troop and I have done a number of
service projects throughout the years, but

I knew that a bake sale or planting flowers
simply wouldn’t be enough. I decided to

call the shelter itself for inspiration and was
directed to Deidre Bruce. Together we set up
a meeting and I had the opportunity to ask
her how I could help. Eventually she began to
explain the ongoing can and bottle drive from
which the shelter benefitted. She mentioned
that the women who had started the fundraiser
and were in charge of sorting the donated
bottles and cans had been carrying out

their herculean task for a long time. I knew
then it was the perfect arena for my Gold
Award, and it was a project that had the
potential to help the shelter in a way that was
desperately needed. I was going to rework
the entire system, bring in both publicity and
volunteers, and draw attention to this worthy
cause.

I worked hard with different organizations
throughout my school, such as the Key Club
and the National Honors Society. I drew up
schedules for each weekend of every month,
and I “commissioned” a Boy Scout friend to
help me design and build a more permanent
system for sorting the donated bottles and
cans. The old PVC pipe baskets definitely
didn’t cut it when the wind blew! (He
received his Eagle Scout for the project.)

Another large focus for my project was

to raise awareness about the benefits that
shelters such as MHRHS provide. Over
the course of about a year I put in over 300

hours. In fact, I still have a pair of jeans that
smell like old soda no matter how many
times I wash them! I was there whenever
possible, sorting bottles, cleaning the area,
and publicizing both the shelter and the
bottle drive. Perhaps I publicized too much,
for one Sunday morning when a group of
Key Clubbers and I went to sort cans we
discovered that the shed where we store the
sorted bottles and cans had been broken into.

But in this case the cloud had a definite silver
lining. As news of the break-in went public,
hundreds of people pitched in and brought
cans and bottles to The Crossings to help

out in the shelter’s time of need. And Price
Chopper agreed to double the money that

we earned sorting the donations following
the break-in. It was fantastic to see the
community rally around such a great cause,
and I was honored to be a part of'it. I loved
that this became more than just a project to
me. As the days went by, it became a personal
investment. Even though I have handed off

By Jessica Sherry

the baton to a few trustworthy volunteers, |
still go down to the shed, see the donations,
and smile when I realize that everyone is still
doing their parts.

I can’t speak highly enough of the people

I have worked with and the amazing times

I have had as a result of this incredible
experience. It’s definitely something special
when you see all of your hard work come to
fruition, and people recognize the effort you
have put in. [ hope that people continue to
carry on this important fundraiser and can
draw from it the positivity that I have.

Volunteering has helped me become the
strong, caring and intelligent person that I'm
so proud of today, and helping those around
you can only make your own world a better
place. So go out and lend a hand and see
where it takes you!

5th Annual

Albany Institute of History & Art
5:30-8:30pm

For information or ticket orders:
www.mohawkhumane.org
(518) 434-8128 ext. 204




